Ques. Examine the theme of greed and its consequences in The Pot of Gold. How does Plautus
present wealth as a source of fear rather than happiness?

AnNSs.

Greed and Its Consequences in Plautus’s The Pot of Gold: Wealth as a Source of Fear

Rather Than Happiness

Plautus’s The Pot of Gold (Aulularia) is a powerful comic exploration of the theme of greed and
its destructive consequences. Though written as a comedy, the play offers a serious moral lesson
about human obsession with wealth. Plautus presents money not as a source of comfort, security,
or happiness, but as a cause of constant fear, suspicion, and mental suffering. Through the
character of Euclio, the miser, the playwright demonstrates how excessive attachment to wealth

leads to anxiety, isolation, and moral blindness rather than joy.

At the centre of the play stands Euclio, an old man who accidentally discovers a hidden pot of
gold in his house. Instead of feeling relieved or contented, Euclio becomes deeply disturbed by
the possession of wealth. His greed does not manifest itself in luxury or pleasure; rather, it
appears as an intense fear of loss. From the moment he finds the gold, Euclio’s life is dominated
by suspicion. He believes that everyone around him is plotting to steal his treasure. Thus, wealth

immediately becomes a burden rather than a blessing.

Plautus uses this psychological transformation to expose the paradox of greed: the more Euclio
possesses, the less peace he has. His behavior becomes increasingly irrational. He drives away
his old servant Staphyla, accuses innocent people of theft, and constantly changes the hiding
place of the pot. These actions provide comic moments, but they also underline a serious truth—
greed destroys trust and normal human relationships. Euclio’s fear isolates him from society and

turns him into a lonely, anxious figure.

One of the most important consequences of Euclio’s greed is his loss of human values. As a
father, he should be concerned about the happiness and well-being of his daughter, Phaedria.
However, he is completely indifferent to her emotional condition and personal crisis. Phaedria

has been seduced by Lyconides and is pregnant, but Euclio remains unaware because his



attention is fixed entirely on his gold. Plautus thus shows that greed blinds individuals to their

moral and social responsibilities. Wealth, instead of strengthening family bonds, weakens them.

The theme of greed is also clearly reflected in the marriage plot. When Megadorus proposes to
marry Phaedria without demanding a dowry, Euclio readily agrees. His consent is not based on
trust in Megadorus or concern for his daughter’s future, but on relief that he will not have to part
with his money. The traditional social institution of marriage is reduced to a financial
calculation. Through this episode, Plautus criticizes a society where wealth governs human

relationships and ethical decisions.

Plautus further presents wealth as a source of fear through the constant movement and
insecurity surrounding the pot of gold. Euclio hides it in various places, believing that no
location is safe. Ironically, his extreme caution leads to the very outcome he fears—the gold is
stolen. This irony reinforces the moral lesson of the play: greed creates the conditions for its own

punishment. Euclio’s fear ultimately becomes self-fulfilling.

When the pot of gold is stolen, Euclio’s reaction is one of utter despair. He behaves as though he
has lost his entire identity. This moment is crucial in understanding Plautus’s view of wealth.
Euclio values gold more than dignity, relationships, or emotional stability. His misery at the loss
of money exposes how deeply greed has corrupted him. The audience laughs at his exaggerated

sorrow, yet also recognizes the tragic emptiness of a life devoted solely to wealth.

Plautus contrasts Euclio’s fearful relationship with wealth against the more balanced attitudes of
other characters. Lyconides, for instance, seeks marriage and social harmony rather than material
gain. Megadorus, though wealthy, does not display Euclio’s obsessive attachment to money. This
contrast strengthens Plautus’s argument that wealth itself is not evil, but greed and hoarding

are. Happiness lies in moderation, generosity, and social responsibility, not in possession alone.

The comic form allows Plautus to deliver this moral critique without becoming preachy.
Laughter becomes a tool for exposing human weakness. Euclio is exaggerated, yet believable,
making him a universal symbol of greed. His fear-driven life anticipates later literary misers,

such as Moliére’s Harpagon, proving the enduring relevance of Plautus’s theme.



Although the original ending of The Pot of Gold is lost, later versions suggest reconciliation and
restoration. However, the central lesson remains unchanged: wealth, when worshipped, produces
fear, not happiness. The pot of gold never brings peace to Euclio; instead, it robs him of sleep,

trust, and joy.

In conclusion, The Pot of Gold presents greed as a destructive force that turns wealth into a
source of fear rather than fulfillment. Through Euclio’s obsessive miserliness, Plautus
demonstrates that money, when valued above human relationships and moral duty, leads to
anxiety, isolation, and suffering. The play, though comic in form, offers a profound reflection on

human psychology and social values, making its message timeless and universally relevant.



